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Newsletter published by the Skeyes Center for Media 

and Cultural Freedom

Freedom and oppression are “two 
inseparable opposites” in the life of 
the Arab people, and in the thinking 
and behavior of authoritarian regimes 
that have ruled the Arab countries 
for over half a century. Despite the 
outbreak of popular uprisings in 
many Arab countries, signaling the 
arrival of the Spring of freedom, 
dignity, and human rights, some of 
these regimes are still stubbornly 
clinging to power.
It is this Spring that Samir Kassir had 
written about and predicted since the 
mid-nineties, and it is for this Spring 
that he paid his life, in the aftermath 
of the “Lebanese Spring” uprising for 
freedom and independence in 2005, 
of which he was one of the leading 
pioneers and initiators. 
The “inseparability of the opposites” 
has aggravated the ferocity of 
oppression, and raised the cost 
of freedom of opinion, expression, 
writing and the freedom of choice… 
all forms of freedom that the SKeyes 
(Samir Kassir Eyes) Center defends 
and advocates.
Today, the Center would like to dedicate 
the Anna Lindh Euro-Mediterranean 
Journalist Award, granted to our 
colleague Asma El Ghoul - SKeyes 
correspondent in Gaza, to the many 
journalists, writers, intellectuals and 
human rights defenders who were 
victims of the oppression, arrest, 
detention, torture, and assassination 
in the recent months. SKeyes would 
also like to congratulate Nada Abdel 
Samad from BBC Arabic, who also 
won the award, treading the path to 
freedom.

Saad Kiwan

Monaco - SKeyes
Special Report

The Anna Lindh Foundation has 
honored the journalists who received 
the Anna Lindh Mediterranean 
Journalist Award in the Press, Television 
and Radio categories, and the special 
award dedicated for press work on 
“Democracy and Social Change”. Among 
those honored was the correspondent 
for the Samir Kassir Eyes Center for 
Media and Cultural Freedom (SKeyes) 
in Gaza, Asma Al Ghoul.
The ceremony, held on Thursday October 
6, 2011, was attended by Monaco’s 
Prince Albert II, and a number of 
political and media personalities. The 
Foundation also honored the Egyptian 
blogger Mohamed El-Dahshan. During 
the ceremony, the winners of the Anna 
Lindh prize were announced, including 
Nada Abdel Salam (BBC Arabic) in the 
Television Category, and a number of 
other Arab and European journalists 
in the Radio Category and the Press 
Category.
Our colleague Al Ghoul dedicated her 
award to the people of Gaza, “who 
have suffered and continue to suffer 
greatly because of the last war on the 
Strip, and also because of the division 
between the West Bank and Gaza”.
“Those who truly deserve this honor 
are the people of Gaza and the 
refugees there, who have faced a great 
deal of pain and hardship”, she said. 
“The person who also truly deserves 
this honor is the Italian activist Victor 
Arrigoni, who was murdered in Gaza 
and who had always stood in support 
of the Palestinian people, partook in 
protests against the occupation, and 
stood on the side of the youth who 
called for change and an end to the 
division between the West Bank and 
Gaza”.
Al Ghoul also dedicated the award to 
her late maternal grandfather, “who 
was religious in his life but believed 
that the message of Islam is not 

against life, love or even music”. She 
said that she spent a long time feeling 
guilty because she was not there 
when he passed away, at the age of 
nine. However, Al Ghoul said that her 
writings and struggles in recent years 
against all those who exploit religion 
and the voice of God to undermine 
democracy and freedom of expression, 
has made her feel that she is closer 
to him, and brought a great deal of 
peace to her life.

The Anna Lindh Euro-Mediterranean 
Journalist Prize aims at rewarding 
exceptional journalistic productions, 
contributing to a better understanding 
of the diversity of cultures in the 
Euro-Mediterranean region as well as 
promoting the positive role played by 
journalists in providing balanced and 
informed coverage on cultural issues in 
the region.
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The Samir Kassir Eyes Center for Media and 
Cultural Freedom (SKeyes) held a training 
workshop on journalism for the graduates 
and senior students of the Department 
of Mass Communications, in the Audio-
Visual Broadcasting Training Center at 
the Beirut Arab University, over five days, 
from May 16 through May 20, 2011. The 

organization of the workshop and the 
training was supervised by colleague Iman 
Shamas Choucair. The workshop included 
six lectures and practical sessions, broken 
down as follows:
Monday 16: Iman Shamas - on press 
interviews and their types, and 
investigative reporting.

Tuesday 17: Two lectures, by colleague 
Yaqzan al-Taqi (Radio Orient) - on how 
to prepare a radio program; and by 
journalist Alia Ibrahim (Al-Arabiya) - on 
press coverage in conflict zones.
Wednesday 18: Journalist Mona Saliba 
(MTV) - on television coverage and 
reporting

Thursday 19: Director of the UN High 
Commission for Refugees and the ESCWA 
media forum, Dawood Ibrahim - on the 
role of electronic journalism and the new 
media (blogs). 
Friday 20: Journalist Denise Atallah - on 
political analysis and editorials, and how 
to prepare television programs.
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“I miss Samir Kassir, and missing here is as 
Mahmoud Darwish described it: a scar in the 
heart and a mark of a country on a body. 
On the World Press Freedom Day, I cannot 
find the words that begin to describe his 
courage and stubborn determination to be a 
witness twice, as a journalist and as a writer, 
as though he reads from the open book of 
testaments; the book of his life”. 
With these words, Information Minister Tarek 
Mitri began his address, during the SKeyes 
Center commemoration of the World Press 
Freedom Day, on May 14, 2011 at the Babel 
Theater in Hamra, Beirut; an event that was 
attended by a large audience of professional 
journalists and other personalities, civil 
society representatives, in addition to the 
ambassadors of Spain, Morocco and the 
Palestinian Authority.

Documentary screening
Following the opening of the ceremony, SKeyes 
Director Saad Kiwan introduced the speakers. 
Then the audience watched a documentary 
feature about SKeyes and its activities in 
the four countries its scope of work covers: 
Lebanon, Palestine, Syria and Jordan. The 
documentary included testimonies from 
SKeyes correspondents in these countries, 
and from journalists, poets and intellectuals 
who were subjected to harassment, assault 
and imprisonment, and then received public 
and judicial support from SKeyes. 

Mitri
In his address, Mitri said that Samir Kassir 
“was a true journalist and writer. A witness 
who observes an act or an event and reflects 
deeply, refraining from repeating rumors, 
gossip, empty condemnations and redundant 
accusations that eventually backfire… He 

was a witness who sought to understand 
the deep transformations that realities and 
statements indicated or were full thereof. We 
miss Samir Kassir in the era of astounding 
Arab change; a change that we know about 
and that is yet to happen. His Lebanese 
hopes did not distract him from the broader 
Arab suffering. He did not leave us hanging 
between Arab concerns and the obscurities 
of tutelage and division in Lebanon. Rather, 
he opened new and numerous paths. He was 
ahead of the times in Lebanon, times that 
were rapid and accelerating in their risks 
and haste. Not once has the Arab concern 
been absent from him, his criticisms and his 
questions. Arab and Lebanese failures did not 
take him, even when they seemed irreversible, 
to nihilism. He never indulged in weepy 
realism or cynicism either. Rather, he would 
open windows whenever he encountered 

closed doors, including the doors that were 
shut by binary ideologies that only perceive 
the Arab world through the prism of conflicts 
and successive universal battles, and Lebanon 
only as a space for echoes or an arena for 
showdowns. Freedom in Lebanon was never 
a mere compensation for its absence in the 
Arab sphere, but a curator for Arab freedom. 
On the World Press Freedom Day, let us 
remember Samir Kassir”. 

Baalbaki
The Chairman of the Press Syndicate 
Mohammad Baalbaki then delivered a speech 
in which he focused on the significance of 
the occasion and “the sacrifices the press 
and journalists in Lebanon have made, 
since the Ottoman regime hanged a number 
of them in 1916”. Baalbaki also stressed 
the importance of freedom of expression, 

freedom of opinion, and respect for other 
opinions, in the midst of what is taking 
place in the Arab world”. 

Mrowa
Before the film was screened, the Vice-
President of the Samir Kassir Foundation 
and board member of the Press Syndicate, 
Malek Mrowa, addressed the audience, paying 
tribute to Samir Kassir. Mrowa said, “My 
friend Samir. I have thought carefully about 
a gift for you on your 51st birthday, which 
falls tomorrow… We miss you, we miss your 
writings and we miss seeing you today, in 
this month of May, more than ever before. 
I found no gift better than bringing you 
the news that your dream has come true. 
The Beirut Spring you made before they 
took you away has turned into Arab Springs. 
Thus the flowers of freedom are blooming in 
Tunisia and Egypt, and burgeoning in Yemen, 
Libya, Bahrain… and in your dearest Syria 
as well. Yes my brother. The Damascus Spring 
is burgeoning just like you dreamt, and your 
name is mentioned in every home and your 
ideas are enlightening every moment. Yes, 
your prophecy has come true, my friend”.

Mrowa added, “We are here to talk about 
your eyes, Samir. Your eyes are watchful over 
the freedom of journalists and intellectuals 
in Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and Palestine. I 
will not talk at length about the Samir 
Kassir Foundation’s SKeyes Center, and 
I will let you watch this documentary, 
directed by Hussein Gharib with a script 
written by Fidel Sbeiti, being shown today 
in collaboration with the European Union 
mission in Lebanon, on the occasion of the 
World Press Freedom Day, to showcase the 
work and achievements of SKeyes”.

SKeyes Marks World Press Freedom Day
Documentary,  Addresses, and Live Testimonies 

Expose Violations against Journalists’ Rights
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Examples of the Hamas Dismissed Government’s Treatment of the 
March 15 Group Activists and Bloggers in Gaza

Gaza - SKeyes Special Report

Security services affiliated to the Hamas 
dismissed government in Gaza have 
stepped up their clampdown on activists 
from the March 15 group, especially 
those who had travelled outside Gaza 
last summer.
A number of these activists have lodged 
complaints with human rights centers, 
including SKeyes, and said they had been 
repeatedly summoned to the offices of the 
security services in Gaza City. In addition, 
they said they were interrogated as they 
returned through the Rafah crossing, and 
had their electronic devices including 
cameras, laptops, flash disks and mobile 
phones, confiscated.
According to the information gathered in 
the course of SKeyes’ follow-up of the 
activists’ complaints, the Internal Security 
Services (ISS) recently summoned the 
activist and blogger Ibaa Rizk Borai (21 
years), and the activist Mohammed Kamal 
Matar (25 years). Matar is also known 
as Abu Yazan, and is the founder of the 
‘Jaybo’ group, which in mid-March had 
joined the March 15 umbrella group. 
Borai and Matar were summoned after 
they returned from a trip to France, 
where they partook in workshops and 
meetings for activists and bloggers, 
following an official invitation by the 
French Cultural Center. 
Activist Asaad Alaa Saftawi (21 years) was 
also questioned by the ISS during the 
same period, regarding his trip to Egypt 
and his meeting with the youth of the 
revolution there.
On July 28, 2011, blogger Ibaa Borai 
was interrogated by members of the 
ISS at the Rafah crossing over a period 
of two hours, as she returned from a 
trip to France. Her interrogation, which 
was interspersed with verbal violence 

and shouting, focused on her trip, in 
addition to her activities in the March 15 
youth movement aimed at ending intra-
Palestinian divisions. Members from the 
ISS at the crossing took her mobile phone 
and a hard drive containing photos she 
had taken, in addition to her notebook 
and business cards belonging to people 
she had met in France. She was then 
given a summons requiring her to present 
herself at the ISS headquarters in the 
Ansar military complex on August 7.
On this date, Borai went to the ISS 
headquarters, accompanied by a lawyer 
from a human rights center. However, 
the investigators rejected his presence, 
and she was subsequently questioned 
alone about her role in the March 15 
youth movement, and the mission she 
carried out during her trip to France. 
Afterwards, the ISS asked her relatives 
to bring in her personal laptop, and 
put pressure on them until her brother 
eventually complied. Also, they obtained 
during her questioning all her e-mail 
account passwords and the password for 
her Twitter account, and presented her 

with another summons to present herself 
on August 9.
And indeed, Borai went on the specified 
date to the ISS headquarters, where she 
underwent a third round of interrogation 
regarding the personalities she had met 
in France. The investigators accused her 
of incitement against the government, and 
then told her that she had to wait for a 
call from them to receive her belongings, 
after thorough examination by the ISS. 
However, this has yet to happen according 
to what the Borai family told SKeyes.
During the time Borai was being 
interrogated, her colleague and activist 
Mohammed Matar a.k.a Abu Yazan, who 
travelled with her to France, received a 
summons from the ISS requiring him to 
present himself immediately at the ISS 
headquarters in the Ansar military complex. 
On the morning of August 8, Matar went 
to the ISS. Upon his arrival, his mobile 
phone and laptop were confiscated. He 
then underwent interrogation regarding 
his trip with his colleague Borai to 
France, in addition to his activism within 
the March 15 movement.

After his first questioning, he received 
a new summons for August 10. On the 
specified date, he went there, where he 
was detained for several hours without 
being questioned, and then received a 
new summons for August 14. On this 
date, he underwent another round of 
questioning regarding his trip and 
the activities of the Jaybo group. He 
was then told by the investigator that 
he would be detained for 48 hours 
pending the investigation, which is what 
indeed happened next. This prompted 
his colleagues and several activists 
in the March 15 youth movement to 
organize a Facebook campaign for his 
release, until he was let go on the 
evening of August 16, after he was 
given a new summons for August 21. 
Matar underwent various techniques of 
interrogation, interspersed by shouts, 
insults, profanities and threats.
Furthermore, the writer and activist in 
the March 15 youth movement Assaad 
Alaa Saftawi (21 years), was repeatedly 
summoned since he returned from Egypt 
two months earlier, the last of such 
took place in mid-August. Saftawi was 
questioned about his activities in the 
popular movement, and his relationship 
with his colleagues Borai and Matar, and 
also about the trip to the Netherlands 
that he was supposed to take part in 
along with other activists in the youth 
movement. He was also questioned 
about foreign support and funding, 
accusations of conspiring against 
the government during his travels, in 
addition to accusations of incitement 
through the writings that he posts 
on Facebook. Saftawi told SKeyes that 
he was ‘ghosted’ [a torture method] 
and repeatedly kicked during the last 
interrogation for a period of one hour, 
before he was released.
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Throughout the past three months, the Samir Kassir 
Eyes Center for Media and Cultural Freedoms (SKeyes) 
recorded a number of violations targeting media 
professionals, intellectuals, artists, bloggers and human 
rights defenders, in the four countries it monitors: 
Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and Palestine (Including the 
West Bank, the Gaza Strip and the “1948 Territories”). 

SuMMary oF ThE MoST ProMInEnT 
vIoLaTIonS rECordEd In JuLy:

In Lebanon:

Many violations of journalists’ rights were recorded in July 2011. Most notably, TV 
reporter Ali Hashim was twice assaulted by the parliament police; MTV reporter 
Joelle Kozaily and cameraman Khalil Akiki were detained by Hezbollah, and MTV 
crew were assaulted by party members of Lassa; Al-Akhbar photographer Marwan 
Abu Haidar was assaulted; Al-Mustaqbal journalist Anis Mohsen was threatened and  
the journalist Mohammed Assi and his daughter were terrorized.  Also, human 
rights activist Saad Eddin Shatila was arrested by army intelligence.
With regards to censorship, the general prosecution arrested singer Zeid Hamdan 
because of a song in which he called on President Sleiman to “Go Home”, while 
the website of Al-Akhbar was blocked in Saudi Arabia.
Several prominent incidents occurred at the judicial level in July. Notably, MP 
Michel Aoun brought a case against Al-Mustaqbal newspaper and several others 
against lawyer Elie Mahfoud for what he wrote in his book ‘For Thirty Pieces 
of Silver’. During the course of another case filed by Aoun against El-Shark, 
the newspaper was referred to the Publications Court. Meanwhile, director Rima 
Rahbani filed a lawsuit against the producers of the TV series ‘Al-Shahroura’. 

In Syria: 

Numerous and wide-ranging violations took place in Syria in July. The most 
startling of which was the discovery of the decapitated body of Ibrahim Qashoush.  
The singer had written and sang a song that soon became a symbol of the 
revolution, which thousands sang in Hama. The discovery of his body came as a 
great shock to the local and international human rights community.
Moreover, numerous people were arrested. These included the journalists Omar 
Assaad, Aqaba Battah, Jamal Tahhan, Iyad Sharbaji, Maarten Zeegers (who was 
later deported to Turkey),  and Ghadi Francis (from As-Safir); activists Adham 
al-Qaq, Ola Ramadan and Hassan Hassan; photographer Khaldoun al-Batal; blogger 
Anas al-Maarawi (whose whereabouts and reasons for arrest are unknown); writer 
Ali al-Abdullah and theater director Ossama Ghanam. On top of that, fifteen 
journalists, intellectuals, and artists were arrested during the ‘Intellectuals for 
Syria’ march.
Other abuses targeting individuals included the brutal assault of human rights 
activist Najati Tayyara in the Homs Central Prison, the attack on the home of 
writer Nabil Suleiman and the setting fire to the home of Sham Press director 
Ali Jamalo, as well as the abduction of film director and producer Shadi Abu 
Fakhr.
In terms of censorship, the Lebanese newspapers Al-Akhbar and As-Safir were 
banned from entering Syria while the Al-Jazeera satellite television channel 
received threats. 
A number of hackings took place in the same month. One targeted the Facebook 
pages of human rights activists and another the website of the newspaper 
Tishrin. 
Meanwhile, the trials of intellectuals and artists were adjourned, and the French-
Arab Film Festival suspended its screenings when two of its films were censored 
and then banned altogether. 

In Jordan: 

The most significant event in July was the assault by Jordanian Security on 
journalists and photojournalists covering a protest in Nakheel Square in Amman, 
in which more than 12 were injured and hospitalized,. The assault sparked 

massive condemnation among the people and the human rights community, which 
in turn prompted all political sides in the Kingdom to denounce the incidents, 
led by King Abdullah II himself. 
At the Agence France Presse (AFP) office in Amman, meanwhile, dozens of people 
held a sit-in demanding its closure. Another sit-in took place by journalists from 
the Al-Dustour newspaper who threatened to carry out an open-ended strike if 
their demands for better work conditions were not met. 
Other notable events included a judicial decision enforced by the Jordanian Press 
Association which forced the newspaper Al-Anbat to pay its outstanding debts, 
the summoning of Jordanian journalist Osama al-Rantisi to testify before a court 
because of an article he wrote, and the resignation of Al-Arab Al-Yawm editor in 
chief Fahd al-Khitan in protest of the newspaper’s situation.

In the West Bank:

Photojournalist Haitham Khatib, who was covering a peaceful protest held by 
the people of Bil’in, was injured by a gas canister thrown towards him by 
Israeli forces, as was AFP photographer Hazem Bader who was hit by a stun 
grenade , which caused him severe burns. Another photographer, Al-Hayat Al-
Jadida newspaper’s Muhib Barghouti, suffered severe injuries after being brutally 
assaulted by the Israeli forces as he was covering the popular march held in the 
village of Nabi Saleh.
Also, the Israeli authorities sentenced the programs director at Al-Quds Satellite 
TV, journalist Nawaf al-Amer, to five months of administrative detention and 
arrested journalist Mohammed Bisharat from the town of Tamoun in the Jordan 
Valley, after raiding his home. Another journalist, Mustafa Sabri, was barred by 
the Israeli authorities from travelling to Jordan, under the pretext that there 
is a ‘security’ ban.  Israeli forces raided and demolished the area surrounding 
the Freedom Theater and broke its windows. On top of that, the homes of the 
Freedom Theater director Adnan Ibrahim Naghnagheya and chairman Bilal Khalid 
Saadi were raided, and both men were taken to an undisclosed location. Israeli 
authorities also banned the book “Pillar of the throne of God, religion and politics 
in Israel” by Ahmad Rafiq Awad, from entering the Palestinian territories.
Internally, the Palestinian Authority Preventive Security Service (PSS) summoned 
TV cameraman Asyad Amarna from the province of Bethlehem twice in one week, 
while the General Union of Palestinian Writers and Novelists closed its offices in 
Ramallah and Gaza, in protest at inadequate funding.

In Gaza:

Two incidents in July again raise the issue of the necessity for the protection of 
journalists, by the relevant security authorities. The first involved the journalist 
Samir Hamto, who was assaulted by officials from the Palestine newspaper over 
an article he had published. The second was the attempted arson attack at the 
office of the Maan news agency by unknown assailants who tried to set the 
office on fire.

In the territory of 48:

The humiliating inspection AFP correspondent, Sarah Hussein, was subjected to 
at the entrance of Netanyahu’s office garnered significant press attention in 
July. Another notable incident that month was the decision by the Nazareth 
Magistrate’s Court to adjourn the case brought against Emad Merhi, the owner 
of Baladee.net. Merhi remains forcibly banished to the town of Dalia Carmel and 
is serving a sentence of home arrest there.  Also, the Central Court in Nazareth 
twice adjourned its verdict in the appeal filed by the President of the association 
Hurriyat Mohammed Kanaana, thereby preventing his release. Another appeal, 
filed by Israeli soldiers against the artist Mohammed Bakri, was rejected by the 
Israeli Supreme Court.
In parliament, several pieces of legislation were passed which are unfair to the 
Arab minority, most notably a plan which requires nurseries and kindergartens to 
teach the Israeli national anthem and to raise the Israeli flag at the beginning of 
each week, as well as the Education Ministry’s decision to approve the principle 
of the ‘Jewish democratic state’ as a fait accompli. 
Meanwhile, the management of Facebook closed down the page belonging to ‘the 
Beacon of Jerusalem’ without clarifying the reasons behind this move.

Summary of the July, August and September 2011 Monthly Reports
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The Lenses of Palestinian Journalists in the Crosshairs of Israeli BulletsSummary of the July, August and September 2011 Monthly Reports
SuMMary oF ThE MoST ProMInEnT 
vIoLaTIonS rECordEd In auGuST:

In Lebanon:

The number of violations against media professionals, human rights activists and 
intellectuals fell in August, compared to previous months. It is worth mentioning, 
moreover, that most of the violations that did take place were linked to the protests 
taking place in Syria. The most notable example was the attack by ‘Syrian and Lebanese 
thugs’  on Lebanese human rights activists and bloggers in front of the Syrian embassy 
in Beirut, who had gathered for a peaceful rally in solidarity with the Syrian people’s 
uprising. The attack left several individuals injured, some very seriously. A rally in 
solidarity with the Syrian people was organized in Downtown Beirut, organized by a 
group of intellectuals and artists, was held with no incidents. 
The parliamentarian Mohammed Kabbara, meanwhile, criticized “illegal censorship of 
freedom of speech exercised by the National News Agency, through the omission of 
statements given by the elected representatives of the Lebanese people sympathizing 
with the Syrian people”. August also witnessed an incident of electronic hacking, which 
was orchestrated by a group called the ‘Electronic Syrian Army’ and targeted the website 
of the National Liberal Party.
Incidents with no link to Syria included an attack on LFTV crew by individuals from 
Lassa who pelted the journalists with stones. In Beirut, meanwhile, Al-Liwaa newspaper 
photographer Mahmoud Youssef was assaulted. Discussions about the rights of journalists 
dismissed by their media institutions re-surfaced after the closure of Al-Bayrak newspaper, 
Monday Morning and Qamar magazines. 
At the judicial level, prominent incidents included the summoning of journalist May 
Chidiac by Prosecutor General Said Mirza concerning the possible connection between the 
attempt against her life and the assassination of former Prime Minister Rafik Hariri, the 
summoning of the Time magazine correspondent in Beirut for questioning, and a legal 
case brought by former Justice Minister Ibrahim Najjar against El-Shark newspaper. 

In Syria: 

A series of successive violations against journalists, bloggers, human rights activists and 
intellectuals marred the month of August. A number of journalists were arrested, of whom 
the following were identified: Ibaa Munzir, Omar Assaad, Assim Hamsho, Rudi Osman, 
Miriam Haddad, Sami al-Halabi, Abdul Rahman Ammar, Mohammed Tahan, Adel Kharseh, 
Mohammed al-Kayyal, Abdul Majeed Rashed al-Rahmoun and Amer Abdul Salam. 
SANA photographer Samer al-Shami was abducted, assaulted and then questioned over 
alleged links between relatives of his and the Ikhwan [The Muslim Brotherhood]. 
Human rights activists fared no better than the journalists. The most prominent incident 
was the assassination of human rights activist Maan Mannaa Awdat, and the arrest 
of other activists, including Riad Seif, who was detained before boarding a plane to 
Germany (where he was seeking treatment for his cancer). Seif was released along with 
his wife after the plane had taken off. The following individuals were also arrested: Yara 
Nasir, Mohammed Bitar, Mahaddin Bananah, Hanadi Zahlut, Walid Bunni, Mohammed Haji 
Darwish, Abdul Karim Rihawi, Ahmed Kurdi, Rushdi Rashid, Islam al-Dabbas, Majd Khawlani, 
Malak Sayyed Mahmoud, Maamoun Nido, Mohamed Zaghloul, Abdullah Khalil, Ridwan 
Seydou, and Abdul Razzaq al-Huwaidi. Also, human rights activists Mustafa Ousou bin 
Khodor and Faisal Bader were interrogated over their statements to the media and for 
participating in a peacfeful rally, in Khodor’s case, while another activist, Hassan Berro, 
faces legal charges on the basis of warrants by security services. 
Numerous incidents of torture on detained activists were reported, including Mohamed 
Najati Tayyara, who sustained severe bleeding. Human rights group Amnesty International 
was able to gather ‘sufficient’ information confirming that those responsible for 
questionings in prisons were interrogating the detainees and activists under torture, to 
learn whether they had made any statements about the current situation in Syria to 
the regional and international media. Press reports also said that Syrian protesters and 
activists abroad were being intimidated.
Writers and intellectuals had their share of assaults as well. Most notably, Cartoonist Ali 
Farzat, known for his criticism of the regime through his cartoons, was abducted, brutally 
assaulted and had his hands broken before he was thrown on the airport road.  Also, 
theater director Dahham al-Sattam and artist Mawloud Daoud were arrested, while the 
writers Michel Kilo, Fayez Sara and Louay Hussein were barred from travelling to Lebanon 
to participate in a television program dedicated to the current situation in Syria. 

Several examples of a clampdown on internet usage also occurred in August. According 
to National Organizations for Human Rights, for example, Syrian authorities had detained 
owners and clients of a number of internet cafes, including Mohammed Jassim Abu Talal 
and Azhar Abu Shakir. A statement issued by Reporters without Borders and published on 
its website, meanwhile, claimed that many internet cafes in Syria had installed devices 
to spy on their clients browsing the Web. 
In addition, there were reports that phone lines would be cut off whenever the army 
entered any city. With regards to censorship, the TV series ‘Chiffon’ and ‘Above the Ceiling’ 
were banned by authorities. MBC television network took George Cardahi’s television 
show, ‘You Deserve It’, off the air. The network felt that Cardahi’s stances were seen as 
biased in favor of the Syrian regime.
Another incident of defiance against the regime was the hacking of the Syrian Ministry 
of Defense website. The culprits replaced the website with pictures of the victims who 
were killed during the incidents of the previous six months. 

In Jordan:

Violations recorded on the media and cultural scene in August included the barring of 
artist Hassan Sabayla and his wife artist Rania Ismail from entering the building of the 
Jordanian Television by the latter’s management, the shutdown of the website “Al-Rai’s 
Rostrum” by the new editor-in-chief of the Al-Rai newspaper, and accusations of disloyalty 
railed at writer Oraib Rantawi following an article he wrote in Al-Dustour criticizing the 
policy pursued by the Television and Radio Corporation. In order to avert a sit-in at its 
building, the newspaper apologized for publishing the article.
The Press Association also organized a protest against the license granted to the 
Electronic Press Association. This was chiefly in response to the parliament’s approval 
of the Press and Publications Draft Law of 2011, which classed websites as press 
publications. Jordanian news websites rejected the amendments to the law, which they 
deemed “a step to impose restrictions on their freedom”. 
In parallel, a noteworthy positive development took place: the lower Chamber of 
Parliament abolished article 23 of the anti-corruption bill, which restricts the freedom of 
the press in exposing corruption cases. The Jordanian Press Association praised the stance 
taken by the Parliament and its positive response to the Association’s calls for abolishing 
that article. Meanwhile, the Minister of Information denied any change had occurred in 
the ‘National Strategy for Information’.  

In the West Bank: 

The media and cultural scene underwent various violations in August, most notably the 
arrest of Al-Jazeera’s correspondent Samer Allawi, Shahab News Agency correspondent 
Amer Abu Arafah, and the cameraman for Al-Aqsa Satellite TV Asyad Amarna by Israeli 
forces. Amarna was released a week later.
Internally, the Palestinian Authority Preventive Security Service (PSS) arrested blogger 
Islam Abu Aoun and Al-Najah National University professor Asyad Amarna, before releasing 
him four days later. The PSS also summoned the journalist Majdoline Hassouna in the city 
of Nablus. Following her refusal, the PSS detained her brother in a bid to put pressure 
on Hassouna to turn herself in.
In what was an unprecedented development at the level of violations of cultural 
freedoms in the West Bank, the Palestinian Public Prosecutor issued an injunction against 
the comic show “Watan ‘a Watar” for ‘its unbecoming performance and demeaning of 
security services, the judiciary and medical professions’. That was the first time the 
Public Prosecutor has issued an injunction against a program aired on the National 
Palestinian Television.

In the Gaza Strip: 

In August, the security services affiliated with the Hamas-dismissed government stepped 
up their clampdown on bloggers and activists affiliated to the March 15 youth movement. 
They summoned several bloggers and activists to the headquarters of the Internal 
Security Services in Gaza City, questioned them upon their return through the Rafah 
crossing, and confiscated their electronic devices, including laptops and mobile phones. 
On top of that, the writer and activist Asaad Saftawi was repeatedly summoned, assaulted 
and tortured under investigation, and the journalist Fathi Mahmoud Tubail was arrested 
along with two bloggers for expressing their solidarity with the people of the Al-Raml 
refugee camp in Syria.
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In the territories of 1948: 

Israeli assaults on Palestinian journalists and reporters maintained their usual pace in 
August.  Of particular note was the assault by the authorities on journalists covering 
the violent clashes that erupted in Jerusalem between the police and worshippers 
attempting to enter the Al-Aqsa Mosque. During the assault, the equipment of many 
journalists was damaged. The Israeli Government Press Office refused to renew 
Shirine Abu Aqleh’s press card, and the police arrested the President of the ‘Hurriyat’ 
association, Mohammed Kanaana. Amid all this, new racist bills were introduced in 
the Knesset, targeting the Arab ethnic minority and its cultural freedom, while laws 
adversely affecting journalistic freedom were passed.

SuMMary oF ThE MoST ProMInEnT 
vIoLaTIonS rECordEd In SEPTEMBEr:

In Lebanon: 

Numerous examples of cultural repression and media violations took place in September, 
including a ban on the export of Syrian writer Faraj Bairakdar’s book “Betrayals of 
Language and Silence” to Sweden.   After receiving threats from ‘extremist Christian 
groups’, the U.S. band LMFAO cancelled its planned concert in Beirut, scheduled in 
October. Meanwhile, the websites of the Lebanese Forces and the Free Patriotic Movement 
were hacked. 
At the judicial level, numerous incidents related to the press took place in the same 
month. For one, the newspaper El-Shark was ordered by the Publications Court to 
refrain from publishing articles or news stories that are deemed offensive to the former 
Justice Minister Ibrahim Najjar. Following a Time magazine article which included an 
interview with one of the suspects wanted by the Special Tribunal for Lebanon, the 
Prosecutor General interviewed the magazine’s Beirut bureau chief and the journalist 
who had written the article. Similarly, the editor in chief of the magazine Ar-Rouwad was 
summoned and questioned regarding an interview with the suspect in the assassination 
of former President Bashir Gemayel. Also, MP Sami Gemayel brought a case before the 
Prosecutor General against the creators of a Facebook page, claiming that the page 
contained slander, libel and defamation against him. The Commissioner of the Palace 
of Justice at the Beirut Bar Association interrogated lawyer Carlos Daoud, who was 
summoned along with the lawyer Nizar Saghiyeh (out of the country at the time), over 
articles they wrote, following a referral by the President of the Beirut Bar Association 
Amal Haddad.

In Syria: 

Gross violations against intellectuals, writers, human rights activists and bloggers 
continued in earnest in September. The activist Ghiath Matar was arrested, tortured and 
killed by Syrian forces and three scholars – two in Homs and another in Damascus 
– were assassinated. 
September also saw the arrests of human rights activists Juan Suleiman Ayu, Yahya Shariji, 
Dalbarin Farham Muhammad, Muhammad Ibrahim Darwish, and Shebel Mohammed Amin 
Ibrahim, as well as those of poet Musa Zakhurani, and Kurdish writer and political 
activist Ibrahim Mustafa.
Meanwhile, 70 political and human rights activists detained in Syrian prisons went on 
hunger strike because of the inhumane treatment they are being subjected to. The 
activist Najati Tayyara also faced similar treatment, having been brutally assaulted 
by interrogators in prison. A clampdown by Syrian authorities on bloggers, moreover, 
resulted in the blocking of WordPress which seriously curtailed their activities. 
Other notable incidents included Syrian writer Rima Fuleihan’s escape to Jordan to 
evade arrest, the barring of writer Mays Kreidi from travelling to Cairo and the brutal 
assault on the the parents of the Syrian piano player Malek Jandali in Homs by regime 
thugs (known as ‘Shabbiha’), 
Significantly, the EU included the pro-regime channel Al-Dunya in the new sanctions 
package targeting Syria.

In Jordan: 

In September, article 23 of the anti-corruption bill was at the forefront of developments.  
The article imposes a fine of up to 60 thousand dinars “on whoever attributes acts of 

corruption to a person in a manner that damages this person’s dignity, reputation or 
leads to character assassination against him”. In protest of its passing in parliament, 
members of the Jordanian Press Association tendered their resignations. However, the 
Upper Chamber’s adjournment of deliberation over article 23 helped restore calm and 
prompted journalists to cancel a sit-in they had planned in front of the chamber’s 
building.
In the meantime, the parliament approved a revised article on press freedoms and 
cultural and artistic creativity, which added clauses stipulating “the illegality of shutting 
down newspapers and other media outlets except by means of a court order”. 
The following incidents were also recorded: Jordanian security services arrested two 
activists from the ‘Jordanian Youth Movement’ during a protest held in front of the 
Saudi consulate in Amman; the management of Al-Dustour newspaper suspended the 
publication of The Star, an English-language newspaper; and, positively, the journalists 
who were dismissed from the Normina television channel, were reinstated in their 
posts.

In the West Bank: 

Israeli soldiers deliberately fired tear gas canisters at press crews covering the peaceful 
protests and marches against the racial separation barrier, thereby violating journalists’ 
rights. As a result, the crew of Palestine TV and the photographer for the European 
Press Agency, journalist Alaa Badarna, suffered from suffocation, while a French journalist 
was hit by shrapnel from a grenade fired at him by soldiers. 
On top of that, Israeli forces arrested the spokesman for the Popular Committee against 
the Wall and Settlement, Mohammed Breijeh, while the media activist and committee 
member Ahmad Salah was subjected to a media war and threats from the settlers. 
Internally, a series of arrests were carried out by the Palestinian Authority’s security 
services in conjunction with the harassment of a number of journalists. The most notable 
example was the arrest of journalists Issam Shawar, Mohammed Mona and Mohammad 
Bisharat. Two noteworthy courts summons also occurred in September. The first targeted 
the director of the Bethlehem 2000 Radio, journalist George Kanawati, for comments he 
posted on Facebook. The second was for the journalist Moaz Meshaal, who refused to 
go to the interrogation for fear of arrest.

In the Gaza Strip: 

The decision by the Hamas-dismissed government to ban a number of events and 
marches in support of the Palestinian statehood bid, under the pretext of “protecting 
public and national interest”, overshadowed other incidents and developments in Gaza 
in September. 
The prevention of the Palestinian President’s UN speech from being shown in a cafe in 
Gaza turned violent and culminated in the arrest of the cafe’s manager.  Photojournalists 
present at the scene were prevented from taking pictures and a camera belonging to 
one was almost destroyed. 
Violations recorded in Gaza in September also included the summoning by the Internal 
Security Services (ISS) of the poet and social activist Asaad Saftawi, because of an 
article he had published two years prior; entry denial to BBC reporter John Donnison 
by police affiliated with Hamas; the harassment of a rapper and a number of bloggers 
by the Hamas police forces and the beating of Press TV correspondent Youssef Helouby 
by an ISS member. 

In the territory of 48: 

A sustained racist campaign led to the closure of cultural institutions in Jerusalem in 
September, as well as the distortion of Palestinian education curricula. The latter incident 
prompted schools in Jerusalem to go on a partial strike in protest. Meanwhile, police 
attempted to stop a press conference opposed to introducing Israeli school curricula 
in Arab schools.
The following violations were also recorded: Israeli police arrested and then released 
the photographer Ahmed Jalajel and the director of Al-Assir club in Jerusalem; 
photojournalist Muammar Awad was severely wound in his head when a stone was 
deliberately hurled at him while was covering the incidents in Ras al-Amoud; ‘Salwan 
Net’ website director Mohammed al-Fateh Abdul Karim Abu Suneineh was summoned 
for questioning, just five days after he was released, and  deliberations in the case of 
the director and owner of the Baladee.net website, Emad Merhi, were adjourned.
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Habib Saleh (*)

The language of journalism is the 
language used by printed press, radio 
or television to describe events. Events 
dictate the tone and style of expression, 
combined with the political vision of 
the writer in his approach to the 
journalistic text, which includes the 
boundaries to expression defined by the 
publication policy.
When the Lebanese civil war was raging 
between 1975 and 1990, a group of 
columnists in the Lebanese press could 
not but use words that are charged 
with tragedy, stained with blood, clad in 
bullets… and ablaze like fire!
People were in burning sorrow over the 
fate of their country and its uncertain 
future. Their country and their last hopes 
were being set on fire, and mindlessly 
destroyed! Everyone was screaming to 
the extent that words seemed about to 
fall, pens would commit suicide, and ink 
could dry so that the bloodshed ends!
Readers were after media sensationalism 
because it was the language of 
emotions. They did not want to read 
rigid and detached expressions, and 
cared neither for boundaries, nor for 
publication laws!
This also took place during the Iran-Iraq 
war. Back in those days, press and news 
reports used a plethora of expressions 
and terminologies that sounded close to 
cannon fire!
That was journalistic writing amid wars 
and conflicts. Back in those days, articles 
felt like military ‘marches’, and their 
lexicon was rife with the vocabulary 
of conflict, decisive military action, 
destruction, defeat and victory!
Arab defeats and Arab inter-wars also 
engendered their own styles and terms, 
such as setback, momentum, displaced, 
dispossessed, immigrants, and refugees!
Rebelliousness has quieted down and 
nerves have calmed down in Lebanese 
journalists’ articles twenty years after 
the end of the war – a war that ended 
in Lebanon while another has started in 
my country. Their writings thus lurched 
towards theorizing, analyzing, digressing 
and making judgments, be they 
immediate or deferred! Their articles 
are now full of preaching, wisdom, and 
pompous verbal extravagance! Thus 
write those who enjoy the blessing of 
peace, and those who have overcome 
the saber-rattling!
Today, there are two types of Syrian 
writers: one that is skillful in writing 
between the lines, so as to avoid 
minefields. This type is uninterested 

by the events, despite their bloody 
and tragic nature. For example, I am 
reading these days a commentary by a 
writer on the memories of World War 
One, while his town, Latakia, is burning 
like Leningrad! Another, a university 
professor, continues to write today 
on the Suez crisis and Gamal Abdel 
Nasser, or the entry of the Mamluks in 
Damascus, while it is still under Ibrahim 
Pasha’s siege!
By contrast, what Michel Kilo writes is 
at the heart of the Syrian Revolution. 
His articles identify with, and pave the 
way to the Revolution!
I, for long, have been writing like many 
others, because my heart beats with 
emotions and feelings, shaken by the 
events of the past fifty years. I wrote 
many pieces, including in ‘Nahar al-
Shabab’ which was open to me back 
then, before the winds of oil blew on 
Lebanon, before the slogan of “One 
people in two countries”, before the 
wave of accusations of collaboration 
and the culture of conspiracy theories! 
This wave has definitely left its mark 
and impact on daily life in Lebanon!
I always say: “If journalistic writing 
identifies with literary writing, then we 
would be writing about our feelings, 
emotions, imaginations and our 
worldview”!
Through journalistic writing, we must 
reach out to events, understand them, 

analyze them and identity with them, 
whether they go up or go down, or 
whether they are hot or cold, and then 
determine the distance that separate us 
from the events, in terms of how much 
we interact with them, participate in 
them, or observe them!
If an event was of our own making, 
then we are the creators and achievers 
of this event. Therefore, we must paint 
the event in our own light when we 
write about it. The writer, therefore, is 
not a researcher. He is part of the text 
he writes! As such, the writer cannot 
be neutral vis-à-vis the events in Syria 
today and cannot only offer a detached 
narrative, using a silent and empty 
register, in response to an event that 
intimidates him, like someone who sees 
blood being shed, only to be scared 
off by its red color! Or someone who 
picks up his mobile phone to document 
whether the corpses were killed from 
behind or not!
Death is death and murder is murder. 
We cannot play or compose a ‘concerto’ 
when we see the regime thugs belittle 
the martyrs’ blood!
So, if blood was shed, which tone should 
we use to write?  We write as we see, 
and we feel sorrow for a country that 
truly deserves to live according to the 
choice of its people, without seeing its 
dreams destroyed, burnt and gone with 
the wind!

Yes, writing must be charged with 
emotions and stances. The power of 
linguistic expression must reflect the 
significance of the event. When language 
is unable to express this, words die and 
the journalistic text commits suicide. 
Words are defeated by the horror of 
the act and its implications!
In Oedipus’s immortal tragedy, 
Sophocles resorted to death, betrayal, 
denial, rebellion, to the torment of the 
soul, and self-flagellation to produce 
a play that would not have become 
immortal were it not for the fact that 
the text had completely identified itself 
with the tragic event! The same applies 
to Cervantes and his masterpiece Don 
Quixote, Adonis with his epic of Mehyar 
of Damascus, Nizar in his love poems 
collection and Gibran in his hymns!
Until the press is weaned from laws and 
borderlines, into the arms of freedom, 
and until massacres stop and the suicide 
of the culture of rights ends, we shall 
write with the ink of our conscience, 
and the tears of our eyes! 
Let words live on our lips, be they written 
with the ink of journalism or that of 
bullets, or sang in joy, grief or suffering! 
In all their manifestations, words will not 
die on our lips, victims of the boundaries 
of press censors, or behind the bars of 
the security censors.

 (*) A Syrian writer

The Crisis of Journalistic Writing!


