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PRESS AND CULTURAL FREEDOM VIOLATIONS 
LEBANON, SYRIA, JORDAN, PALESTINE 

OCTOBER 2011 
 

 
In October 2011, journalists, writers, intellectuals, human rights activists and bloggers faced many 
violations of their rights, in Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and Palestine, the four countries that the SKeyes 
Center for Media and Cultural Freedom monitors. The assassination of Syrian Kurdish writer and 
political activist, Mechaal Tamo, was undeniably the most violent exaction. In Lebanon, the deliberate 
fire triggered in a production company topped the list of dangerous violations perpetrated in October. 

Thanks to its correspondents in the four aforementioned countries and their daily monitoring of 
events, SKeyes was able to identify dozens of aggressions, ranging from wounds to tear gas attacks, 
death threats, summoning, detention, storming of buildings, house rampage, judicial convictions as 
well as bans on travelling and movie screening. More details of these violations follow: 

 

In Lebanon, the deliberate fire triggered at the offices of First Link, the production company twinned 
with the Hayatona Al-Fada’iyya TV channel, was undeniably the most dangerous violation on the local 
media and cultural scene in October (10/31). Intimidation tactics against journalists increased in 
scale: journalist Ali Hamadé received a death threat through a message posted on his Facebook page 
and his website was also hacked. Similarly, journalist Maria Maalouf received threats, after the release 
of the first episode of Khafaya wa Asrar, on the alleged assassination attempt of General Michel Aoun 
in Cyprus in the late 1980s (10/4). The editor-in-chief of the SaidaNet newspaper, Hilal Hibli, also 
received physical violence threats after the publication of an article regarding the abduction of a girl 
from the Al-Masri family by Sheikh Ghazi Heneini (10/24). Moreover, the Lebanese security forces 
decided to require prior authorization to allow journalists entrance to the Wadi Khaled region in 
Akkar (10/13). It is also worth noting that the National Audiovisual Media Council (CNAM) asked all 
Lebanese websites and blogs to join a new special register it intends to establish. In addition, the 
CNAM decided that licenses for audiovisual institutions of categories 1 and 2 will be renewed 
according to what it called “persistent” violations that will be perpetrated from now on. 

On another level, several Iranian movies were retracted from the Beirut International Film Festival 
program (10/10) as Iranian authorities banned four Iranian directors from traveling to Lebanon to 
take part in the Festival. Also, Egyptian actor Adel Imam was banned from entering the Lebanese town 
of Dhour Choueir to shoot some scenes for his new series because of stances he had previously voiced 
toward the “Resistance” (10/11). 

http://www.skeyesmedia.org/
http://www.skeyesmedia.org/
http://www.alihamade.com/
http://www.saidanet.com/
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On the judicial front, MP Assem Kanso filed a lawsuit for defamation in the Publications Court against 
Hassan Sabra, editor-in-chief of Al-Shiraa magazine (10/12). The magazine was also transferred by 
judicial order to the Publications Court, following the publication of an article concerning jailed 
General Fayez Karam (10/18). The Lebanese justice decided to suspend the proceedings against the 
editor-in-chief and managing director of Al-Hadil magazine, as well as those against the managing 
director and a journalist of Al-Akhbar newspaper (10/12). Finally, dismissed journalists of the 
publishing house Dar Alf Leila Wa Leila were getting ready to file a complaint in order to recover their 
rights (10/6). 

In Syria, Kurdish writer and political activist Mechaal Tamo was shot dead by four masked gunmen 
who stormed into his house in Qamishli. His son Marcel and activist Zahida Rachkilo were also 
critically injured in the attack (10/7). The incident came at the forefront of the list of violations 
committed on the Syrian media and cultural scene in October. Prominent human rights activist Ziad 
Al-Obeidi was killed as he was trying to flee from the security police who stormed his home in the 
provincial capital of Deir Al-Zor in Al-Jabaliyya district (10/15). Syrian Grand Mufti’s son, Saria Ahmad 
Badreddin Hassoun, and university professor Mohammad Al-Omar were killed in an ambush on the 
Idleb-Aleppo highway (10/2).  

Prominent opposition member and former MP Riad Seif was also beaten up during a protest near the 
Hassan Mosque in Meedan, Damascus (10/7). Syrian Security forces arrested dissident writer Ihsan 
Taleb after luring him into an ambush in Al-Mazza (10/16). They also arrested activist Mansour Al-
Atassi in his office located in Al-Khaliddiya, Homs (10/1), and blogger and activist Hussein Gharir in 
Harasta in the Rif Dimashq province (10/24). Journalists Rudy Osman and Omar Al-Assaad, writer and 
journalist Hanadi Zahlout, filmmaker Chadi Abou Al-Fakhr and activists Assem Hamcho and Guevara 
Saïd were referred to the prosecutor general’s department after more than fifty days of detention by 
the Syrian Security forces (10/3). 

It is also important to mention that journalist and writer Ibrahim Al-Jabin resigned from Syrian 
television, the Arab Writers Union and the Syrian Journalists Union (10/2), protesting against their 
pro-regime stance. Journalist at state-owned daily “Tishreen”, Lina Saleh Ibrahim, disappeared in Rif 
Dimashq under mysterious circumstances (10/25). Syrian writer Samar Yazbek received death threats 
and her Facebook page was hacked (10/24). The page of the “Coordination Union of Kurdish Youth in 
Syria” was also hacked (10/8) as well as the website of pro-regime TV channel “Ad-Dunia” (10/12). 

In Jordan too, violations were perpetrated on the media and cultural scene during the month of 
October. Journalist Omar Al-Maharma was wounded by a stone in the cornea of his eye while covering 
a demonstration in Amman (10/14). In addition, journalist Yusuf Damra received death threats 
following the publication of an investigation highlighting fraud cases against Jordanian citizens 
(10/22). On the same day, journalists organized a sit-in in solidarity with their colleague in front of the 
Jordanian Press Association (JPA) headquarters. 

http://www.addunia.tv/
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Journalist Omar Al-Assaf filed a lawsuit against the director of the Jordanian Secret Services because of 
his interference to block his nomination as deputy director of the “Al Ra’i” newspaper (10/9). In 
addition, the “Khaberni” website filed a complaint against MP Mohammad Al-Shawabka at the JPA for 
insulting the website correspondent; “you are not journalists; you are just rude and disrespectful”, MP 
Shawabka said.  

It is also important to mention the wave of discontent among journalists after the Jordanian 
Parliament approved article 23 of the anti-corruption law. Journalists considered this initiative a step 
toward restricting media freedoms (10/8). Also, the executive director of the Jordanian United TV 
Broadcasting Company (ATV) called the Jordanian Prime Minister to revoke the decision to transfer 
the channel to the Attorney General (10/24). Finally, journalist Jihad Al-Moumni criticized the rebuttal 
of the decision appointing him as director of JRTC (Jordan Radio and Television Corporation) (10/21). 

In the Gaza Strip, a number of members affiliated with pro-Hamas and Islamic Jihad Movement 
journalists associations, raided the headquarters of the Palestinian Journalists Syndicate (PJS) 
(10/11). This event was undeniably the most flagrant of all violations in the Gaza Strip during the 
month of October. The perpetrators forcibly took control of the offices, confiscated the employees’ 
mobile phones and ordered them at gunpoint to leave the premises. Journalist Salah Abu Saleh was 
arrested after being summoned by the internal security forces of the Hamas dismissed government, 
who also searched his home and confiscated his computer and other private documents (10/27). The 
Hamas security forces also prevented a group of bloggers and activists of the “March 15” coalition 
from heading to Egypt through the Rafah border crossing to attend a conference held in Cairo (10/16). 

The Israeli army also perpetrated violations. It stopped the French Cooperation and Cultural Affairs 
Attaché, Benoît Tadié, en route to Jerusalem, at the military checkpoint of Beit Hannoun (Erez), north 
of the Gaza Strip. The soldiers forced him to return to Gaza after he refused to let them inspect his 
vehicle (10/17). 

In the West Bank, the frequency of the attacks perpetrated by Israeli authorities against journalists, 
reporters and photographs remained unchanged. Israeli soldiers used tear gas to disperse journalists 
who were covering a peaceful demonstration in front of the Ofer prison, in solidarity with the 
Palestinian prisoners who decided to go on a hunger strike (10/11). Three journalists, covering the 
weekly demonstration in Beit Ummar (10/29), were asphyxiated by tear gas while a fourth was 
wounded in the head by a stone thrown by Israeli settlers and policemen. An Al-Jazeera crew was also 
attacked by Israeli stone-throwers during a shooting in the west of Ramallah (10/26). Israeli 
authorities extended the administrative detention of Nawaf Al-Amer, the Quds TV program 
coordinator for a period of four months (10/20). In addition, they seized the laissez-passer of 
journalist Abdelkarim Abu Arkoub, barring him access to his workplace at the Al-Quds newspaper 
(10/20). 

http://www.khaberni.com/
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Internally, the Palestinian Preventive Security Service (PPSS) arrested journalist Mohammad Mona 
after carrying out a search in his house in Nablus (10/5); he was eventually released after 25 days of 
detention. The PPSS also summoned journalist Moaz Mechaal then released him before arresting him 
once again three days later (10/5). 

The Tunisian Interior Ministry refused to grant visas to 12 bloggers from the West Bank, the Gaza Strip 
and the 1948 Territories, to enter Tunisia and attend the third edition of the Arab Bloggers Forum. No 
convincing reason was given for the refusal. The forum gathered more than 150 bloggers to discuss 
the political role of social networking in Arab revolutions as well as its impact on the regimes in place 
(10/5). 

In the 1948 Territories, Israeli violations against journalists and activists increased during the month 
of October. The “Hon Falastin” website offices were stormed by Israeli policemen, who arrested its 
reporter Moaz Qaymari and confiscated the cameras (10/23). Journalist Abdullatif Ghaith was handed 
a military order banning him from entering the West Bank for a period of six months (10/10). Israeli 
authorities also decided to extend the detention period of 14 activists who were calling for the release 
of female prisoners excluded from the last prisoner swap agreement between Israel and the Hamas 
movement. Israeli authorities claimed that detainees were chanting slogans, calling for the abduction 
of Israeli soldiers in order to swap them with Palestinian prisoners, without being able to prove their 
allegations. 

The Palestinian Campaign for the Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel (PACBI) exhorted the 
inhabitants of the 1948 Territories to boycott the concerts of Turkish artist Omar Faruk Tekbilek in 
Nazareth, Tel Aviv and the Dead Sea (10/10). It also called on artists to boycott the Jerusalem 
International Oud Festival (10/28). A number of activists have gone on an open-ended hunger strike, 
in solidarity with the “empty stomachs” movement of Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails (10/8). 
Finally, the criminal court of Jerusalem began the trial of journalist Mahmoud Abou Ata (10/10) 
following the lawsuit filed against him in 2009, after the publication of information related to the 
forced entry of Israeli settlers into the Al-Aqsa mosque. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hon.ps/
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The detailed monthly report for October 2011 (in Arabic) is available on the website of the SKeyes 
Center for Media and Cultural Freedom. 

For more information, please contact the SKeyes Center. 
Address : Samir Kassir Foundation, Aref Saghieh Building 
 63 Zahrani Street, Sioufi, Ashrafiyeh 
 Beirut, Liban 
Telephone / Fax : +961.1.397331 et +961.1.397334 
Email : info@skeyesmedia.org 
Website : www.skeyesmedia.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The contents of this document are the sole responsibility of the Samir Kassir Foundation and can in no way be take to 
reflect the views of the European Union. 
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